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DARTFORD’S UK SHARED PROSPERITY FUND APPLICATION 
 

 
1. Summary 
 
1.1 This is a Key Decision as the Council will incur expenditure or savings 

beyond the threshold agreed by the Council. 
 

1.2 The report provides an overview of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and 
conditional financial allocation for Dartford. It sets out the approach to the 
preparation of an Investment Plan and seeks approval for delegated authority 
to the Director of Growth and Communities to submit the Plan to the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund by the required deadline.   

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1  That the UK Shared Prosperity Fund Prospectus and the funds awarded to the 

Council, in the sum of £1m over three years, be noted.  

2.2  That the establishment of a local partnership group with external stakeholders 
to guide the development of the Investment Plan, be endorsed.  

2.3  That the use of the available £20,000, to undertake initial preparatory work for 
the UKSPF, including developing the local investment plan for submission, be 
approved. 

2.4  That the use of the UKSPF 4% administration allocation, to support the 
productive delivery and administration of the fund, be approved. 

2.5  That the Director of Growth & Community, in consultation with the Leader of 
the Council, be granted delegated authority to administer and deliver the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund. 

 

 
3. Background and Discussion 

 
3.1. The UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) is the Government’s 

domestic replacement for the European Structural and Investment 
Programme (ESIF). 
 

3.2. The UKSPF was launched on 13 April 2022, providing £2.6 billion of 
funding for local investment by March 2025. UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund Prospectus. 

 
3.3. The primary goal of the UKSPF is to build pride in place and increase 

life chances across the UK. The scheme is specifically designed to 
support the Government’s Levelling Up commitment through three 
investment priorities: 
 

 Communities and Place: e.g. place based investment for town 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus
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centres and regeneration, support for sports, arts, cultural 
heritage and creative activities, projects and facilities and 
institutions, volunteering and/or social action projects.  

 Supporting Local Business: e.g. development and promotion 
of the visitor economy, research and development / 
decarbonisation grants, supporting the development of 
innovative products and services, business support measures to 
drive employment growth, support for business resilience.  

 People and Skills: e.g. employment support for economically 
inactive people, support for local areas to support local skills 
needs, green skills courses, support for education and skills 
targeting vulnerable young people (this cannot be included in 
years 1 and 2 of the scheme). 

 
3.4. Funding has been allocated to local authorities using a formula rather 

than a competition, with Dartford Borough Council being awarded 
£1m over three years - UK Shared Prosperity Fund Allocations.  
 

3.5. As there is no set percentage split of how much funding should be spent 
against each of the three investment priorities referred to above, the 
Council will need to decide how to prioritise interventions.  

 
3.6. Proposed interventions should reflect local need and opportunity and 

must be set out in an Investment Plan. There is an expectation that these 
plans are developed in conjunction with local stakeholders and that a 
cross-sector partnership group be established to consider the plans and 
allied projects.  

 
3.7. The prospectus makes it clear that Investment Plans should feature  

three broad stages:  
 

1. Local context: an opportunity for places to set out their local 
evidence of opportunities and challenges through the lens of the 
three investment priorities for UKSPF.  

2. Selection of outcomes and interventions: where places will 
identify the outcomes they wish to target based on local context, and 
the interventions they wish to prioritise, under each investment 
priority, from the menu of options. These should be clearly linked to 
local opportunities and challenges.  

3. Delivery: this will represent the most detailed stage of the investment 
plans and is broken down into the following: a) approach to delivery 
and governance, b) expenditure and deliverables, and c), capability 
and resource to work on UKSPF. 

 
3.8. Councils must also:  
 

 consult with MPs requesting them to provide an advisory role 
and invite them to be part of the local partnership group;  

 have an open call for projects; and  
 submit the Investment Plan by 1 August 2022. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus/ukspf-allocations
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3.9. Once approved, the first payment is expected from October 2022.  The 

Prospectus details the following key milestones: 
 
When Activity 
April – June/ July 2022 Lead local authorities work with stakeholders to 

develop local investment plans 

30 June 2022 Investment plan window opens 
1 August 2022 Investment plan window closes 
July – September 2022 Indicative investment plan assessment period for 

UK government, & further guidance published 
including guidance on monitoring benefits and 
evaluation, assurance, subsidy control, branding 
and publicity 

October 2022 onwards Anticipated date for first investment plans to be 
approved 

October 2022 onwards Anticipated first payment to be made to lead 
local authorities 

March 2025 Three-year funding period ends 
 

4. Delivery of Dartford’s UKSPF  
 

4.1  Timescales for the preparation of the Investment Plan are extremely 
tight and it is therefore proposed that this project is led by the 
Economic Development & Communication team who are already 
undertaking the necessary work to prepare the Plan, and will 
accept/monitor budgets and manage the scheme interventions.  

 
4.2  It is proposed that the available £20,000 (from xxx) will be used to 

undertake initial preparatory work for the UKSPF, including 
developing the local investment plan for submission. This may include 
use of an external consultant to support elements of the work. 

 
4.3 It is proposed that the 4% administration allocation (detailed in xx) is 

used to provide resources to manage the scheme. 
 
4.4 It is also proposed that the Director of Growth & Community, in 

consultation with the Leader of the Council, be granted delegated 
authority to administer and deliver the UKSPF. 

 
5. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 

 
5.1  The fund through the Investment Plan will be closely aligned to the 

following priorities detailed in the Council’s new Corporate Plan: 
 

 Economic development & regeneration - PPI 31, BI 2 & BI 3, 
 Economic prosperity ED1, ED2, ED3 & ED4 
 Health & wellbeing – HW 1 & HW 2 
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 Community cohesion SC6 
 Arts 
 Environment & sustainability ET1, ET2 & ET4 

 
5.2  The work will also underpin the development of a more 

comprehensive economic development strategy later in the year. 
 
6. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments* 
 
Financial Implications UK Shared Prosperity Funding has been 

allocated to local authorities with Dartford 
Borough Council being awarded £1m over 
three years. The Investment Plan is required 
for the Council to set out its priorities in using 
the funds.  

 
Legal Implications 
  

None  

Climate Impact 
Assessment 

None 

Staffing Implications None 
Administrative 
Implications 

None  

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints 
  
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 
 Not applicable 
 
7. Appendices 
 

None. 
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